
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        Premodern       Modern              Postmodern           Pre-deconstructionism 

                395AD-1453AD          1453AD-1945AD         1945AD-2008    2008 - ???? 
Books:            What did the author say?      What does the text say?        What does this text                 What does my interpretative  
            mean to me?           community say? 
Written Authority:         The Author         The Text   The Reader         The Interpretative Community 
Civil Participation:   Follow out of Fear        Follow out of Duty       Follow if I desire to participate          Follow as a part of the mob 
Rights:                     Rights by Birth                Rights by Education               Rights by Effort     Rights by Entitlement 
Reason for Action:        Authoritative Influence           Tradition   Experience                  The Mob’s Voice     
Authority:           Parental            Civil     Personal             The Opinion of the Mob 
Religion:     Papal Authority            Reformation    “I am God”         There is no God 
                      & the Church        & the Bible    & Self-Help          & the Mob decides 
Debate:             None: the Authority               The exchange of       There is a Right Side     There is the Mob’s Side & 

                was absolute              Educated Ideas           & a Wrong Side          whatever “you” think is wrong 
Viewpoint:   Authoritative                       Conservative   Conservative and Liberal     Mob   
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