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Outline

Introduction:

Part One: You Should Listen to Jesus Because 
the Penalties are Too Severe (2:1-4).

Part Two: You Should Listen to Jesus Because 
He’s the Person of Salvation (2:5-9).

Part Three: You Should Listen to Jesus 
Because of His Protection from Sin (2:10-18).

Discussion

Application



• Frank Sinatra’s song “I Did It My Way” is not a 
good life philosophy.

• Last week, we learned about Jesus’s superiority 
to the angels and prophets.

• It would only make sense that a person should 
take Christ’s word after learning about his 
superiority.

• Nonetheless, the writer of Hebrews makes the 
argument in chapter 2 that Jesus’s words are too 
important to take lightly.



• Look for how God verified Jesus’s life and words.

• Look at the emphasis given to the sanctification 
process in salvation.

• Look for how Jesus shared humanity’s suffering in 
a way that would only be possible through the 
incarnation (that is, God putting on flesh).

• Finally, look for the sinlessness of Jesus that is 
emphasized towards the end of the chapter even 
though he suffered the same as any of us do.





THE COMMAND OF CHRIST (2:1-2)



• First argument for Jesus’s authenticity comes by the 
binding of his message.

• “For this reason” connects back to chapter 1 and the 
authenticity of who Jesus is.

• “We must pay attention all the more to what we have 
heard” (2:1) argues that if Jesus is whom he said he 
was, then eternal issues are at stake.
– Is it important to talk about religion?

• “Drift away” depicts a sailor’s rejection of warnings.
• “Spoken through angels…legally binding” addresses the 

severity the comes by rejecting Jesus’s message.



THE COMMUNICATION FROM CHRIST AND

THE APOSTLES (2:3)



• Second argument for Jesus’s authenticity comes 
by the origins of his message.

• Violators receive punishment, violators of the 
New Covenant will receive greater punishment.

• Beginning of salvation comes from the source: 
Jesus himself (2:3b).

• Apostles were caretakers of his message.
• Apostles took seriously taking care of Jesus’s 

message. Do we? It’s not about looking 
intelligent. It’s about remaining faithful to Christ’s 
message.



THE CONFIRMATION OF CHRIST’S MIRACLES

(2:4)



• Third argument for Jesus’s authenticity comes by God’s 
confirmation.

• “Signs” (Gk. Semeion)=miracles that teach and confirm 
Jesus’s message. E.g., bread of life and feeding 5,000.

• “Wonders” (Gk. Teras)=miracles that display God’s 
presence and confirm end-time teachings. E.g., 
transfiguration, God’s voice.

• “Miracles” (Gk. Dunamis)=mighty, supernatural works 
by Christ. E.g., resurrection, healings, walking on water.

• “Distribution of gifts”=Holy Spirit’s infilling of believers 
and distribution of spiritual gifts according to his will.

• God’s gifts come by his own will and desire.



APPLICATIONS

Christ is the eternal Son of God. 
This means that orthodoxy is 
critical. It is vital that we get 
the essentials of the Bible 
correct. Otherwise, we will find 
ourselves heading for disaster.

A person’s theology directly 
influences his or her life. 
Orthodoxy (right beliefs) filled 
with God’s Spirit always leads 
to orthopraxy (right living).



PART TWO: YOU SHOULD LISTEN TO JESUS BECAUSE 
HE’S THE PERSON OF SALVATION (2:5-9).



CHRIST’S SOVEREIGN MINISTRY FOR ALL

PEOPLE (2:5-8)



• God did not provide salvation by an angel, but 
through himself.

• Recounts psalm from memory (Ps. 8:5-7, LXX).

• The psalm describes God’s amazing love for 
humanity.

• Psalm has significance for 2 reasons:
– 1. Humans do not deserve God’s love, but God gives 

his love dramatically.

– 2. Subjection of Christ’s being lower than the angels 
was only temporary. The child of God will inherit more 
than one imagines.



CHRIST’S SUBMISSIVE MINISTRY FOR ALL

PEOPLE (2:9)



• 3 statements are given about Jesus’s 
submissive ministry.

– 1. Jesus, who was divine, became a human being.

– 2. God permitted his Son to experience human 
death so that all who would receive him would be 
given eternal life.

– 3. Christ would be crowned with glory and honor. 
So will those who trust him.



• When compared to the amazing power and glory 
of God, people are infinitesimally insignificant.

• God’s grace is so grand that he was willing to 
come to earth, even subjugating himself to a 
lower position than the angels, in order to pay for 
our sins, something we could not do for ourselves.

• Instead of trying to glorify ourselves and make 
ourselves look good, we owe God all the glory 
and honor that we have. We should live each day 
to glorify God.



PART THREE: YOU SHOULD LISTEN 
TO JESUS BECAUSE OF HIS 

PROTECTION FROM SIN (2:10-18).



CHRIST’S SAVING MINISTRY PROTECTING

FROM SIN (2:10, SEE ALSO 8B-9)



• God is the source of all things.
• Salvation is God’s plan, not ours.
• Jesus would not be exempt from suffering.
• God could better identify with human beings through 

Christ’s suffering.
• “Perfect through suffering” indicates the qualification 

that Jesus earned having gone through the sufferings 
on the cross to grant salvation.

• Other religions teach that God is severe and that 
humans are unable to relate to him.

• Christianity shows that God is vastly superior to all of 
creation, but that he has become relatable and 
approachable because of the work of Christ.



CHRIST’S SANCTIFYING MINISTRY PROVIDING

HIS HOLINESS (2:11-13)



• The believer has a common kinship with the 
Father, sharing this kinship with Christ.

• “One who sanctifies” = Jesus.

• “Those who are sanctified” = believers.

• Sanctification is the process by which one is made 
into Christ’s image, but it also means that one is 
set apart to do the work of God.



• Quotation #1 (Ps. 22:22): Gives praise to God for those in the assembly: 22 I 
will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will 
praise You.
– First half of Ps. 22 refers to suffering.
– Second half of Ps. 22 refers to triumph.

• Quotation #2 (Isa. 8:7): 17      And I will wait on the LORD, Who hides His face 
from the house of Jacob; and I will hope in Him.

• Believers are viewed as blessings just as Isaiah saw his children as blessings and 
signs.
– Believers are to live in trust and obedience.

• Quotation #3 (Isa. 8:18): 18      Here am I and the children whom the LORD has 
given me! We are for signs and wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, Who 
dwells in Mount Zion.

• Jesus affirms his close relationship with believers as Isaiah did with his 
children.
– To live by faith does not indicate a blind acceptance of something unprovable, rather 

it that one lives in and through one’s relationship with God.



CHRIST’S SUBDUING MINISTRY PULVERIZING

SATAN’S DOMAIN (2:14-15)



• These verses are theological powerhouses!!!

• 2 deep truths about Christ’s death are given here.

• 1) Jesus shares the same humanity with us going 
through the things we do.

• 2) Jesus’s death was necessary:
– A) Jesus was divine and not subject to death.

– B) Jesus became a human being and able to 
sympathize with us as never before.

– C) Jesus’s death was not a matter of defeat, but a 
victory over Satan and death.



• Jesus triumphed over the devil on the cross (Col. 2:15).
– “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and disgraced them 

publicly; he triumphed over them” (Col. 2:15).

• Sin is the cause of death (Rom. 5:12).
• Our sin was the reason for Jesus’s death as he was sinless.
• While Satan is still active like a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5:8), he 

has limited power in the present age (Eph. 6:11; 1 Tim. 3:7). 
Jesus’s work on the cross and resurrection assures that 
Satan’s complete demise is certain in the future (Rev. 
20:10).

• Death was introduced to humanity by Satan, eternal life 
was introduced to humanity through Jesus Christ.



CHRIST’S SYMPATHIZING MINISTRY PASSIONATE

TOWARDS THOSE SUFFERING (2:16-18)



• Verse 16 teaches a couple of truths.
– First, Christ did not save by assuming an angelic form.
– Second, Christ did assume the form of a human being.

• Why did God not issue salvation to fallen angels?

• Verse 17 restates the principles of verse 14, while giving two reasons for 
the incarnation.
– First, the incarnation allows Jesus to be a “merciful and sympathetic high 

priest” (2:17).
– Second, the incarnation made it possible for Christ to “make atonement for 

the sins of the people” (2:17).

• Verse 18 shows that Jesus experienced temptations just as we do, but 
he was victorious and never sinned.
– Even on the cross Jesus was tempted, but wanted to fulfill the Father’s plan 

(Matt. 26:39).
– Jesus can help us overcome our own temptations.



• 1. We must listen to what Jesus tells us about God, 
eternity, and life in general. It is a dangerous precedent 
to find oneself outside of Jesus’s teachings.

• 2. While life is challenging, we can live without fear 
because Jesus has assured our salvation. What is there 
to fear if you know that you have the promises of 
heaven?

• 3. When facing temptation, look to Jesus for help. 
That still doesn’t mean that it will be easy. But, with 
Christ’s help, he will make a way for you to escape the 
temptations you face.

• 4. Jesus has defeated Satan and has made a clear 
path for one to be saved.



How does understanding the authenticity of Jesus’s 
person and message shape whom we are as 

individuals? In other words, how does right theology 
influence right living?

How do Jesus’s experiences enduring the human 
experience make him better able to relate to 

person’s everyday experiences in life, including 
temptations?

Why is it important to listen to Jesus?



Next Study:

“Jesus’s Supremacy over Moses’s Law”
(Hebrews 3:1-19)


